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LATIN CHRISTIANITY.
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Whitsuntide after a joyous banquet on an island on the
Rhine (that of Saint Suithbert),1 Hanno invited the boy
to embark in a gay and richly decorated barge, prepared
for the occasion. No sooner was he on board than the
Abduction of rowers rose to their oars, and the barge went
the King. rapidly though against the stream. The
affrighted boy, thinking that their design could be
nothing but his death, threw himself headlong into the
stream. He was rescued by Count Ecbert, who plunged
in after him, at the peril of his life.k The multitude
followed along the shore, resenting with loud but vain
cries this insult upon the majesty of the Empire. But
Hanno pursued his course; he soothed the popular
indignation by artful declarations that he acted only for
the public good. The gentle Empress, if wounded in
lier motherly feelings, relieved from an oppressive
burthen, contemplated immediate retirement into a
convent, but was persuaded for a time to suspend her
pious intention.111

The policy of the Empire, as to the Papacy, veered
suddenly round. Duke Godfrey could hardly but be
cognisant of this conspiracy. Both he and the whole
Hildebrandine party hastened to take their advantage.
The unworldly Damiani at this crisis cannot keep within
Ms cloister. He plunges with as much zeal as Hilde-
brand himself, whose secular ambition at times so dis-
tresses the saint, into the political turmoil. He writes
a letter to Hanno, hailing his success, and urging him
to fulfil his design of discomfiting the scaly monster of
Parma. His act is that of the good priest Jehoiada

1 Near Neu&s.

" Bonizo, Annalista Saxo; Lambert,
rw5 own. 1162.

m See the Letters of Damiani (vii.
6, 7, 8) urging her to contempt d
imperial creatness.